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[aw ling with, and ſeeking the Lord, brought off fro 

| teſling and preaching that for Goſpel which made ao6t free trom 
Ii ſin this Life, that I might come to know the Lightand Life 4 
[ :Jeſus manifeſt in me, for the deſtroying the Works of the De 

[ and giving Power to ſupplant & overcome all that's would hi 
{ from going np to the ores of the Lord's Houſe to worlhip 
s and ſerve him in the Life agd Purity of -his own Spirit,. which 1s 

blefied tor evermore 3 whoſe outward Nameis' 
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TE things mere required of me to give forth to be read in 
= the feat of the Lord, (whith-if kept to) will make 4 right 
Apphication of all unto thy own Eſtate and Condition, eit 
by way-of condenming thes or juſtifying of thee ; and may, if in 
oo; oþ anrnagrorrare=s 't0 opexs thy. under ftanding 
in the Diſcerning of theſe things, which the Lord (through the 
days- of -Fudgmet, and Tryals that are paſt, and thoſe that are 
yet 6 ) hath and will more and more ſupplant and overturn, 
nd inkah e hath and,will\yet more and more eſtabliſh and exalt 
in the reom thereof, that ſo thou mayſt come timely to eſcape the 
one, 4nd to joyn unto the other, leſt the day of the Lord, which 
will be as «Thief in the night, overtake thee unawares. 
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A Teftimony to the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus, 
As Anciently preached and believed in by the Primi- 
tive Apoſtles and Chriſtians , with the Maitner 0 


my comin? to witneſs and receive the ſame. | 


neſſed by the Primitive Chrift;ans) is the Power 
of God unto Salvation unto them that do believe; 
in which Goſpel the Wrath of God is revealed from Hea- 
vea apainft all [mark,All] Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſ- 
ncfs of Men; who hold the Truth (which is the Goſpel 
that ſhould fave them) in COT : (So the Truth 
is in Unrighteous Men, and teftifieth againſt rheir rant 
teouſneſs, in which it is by them held down and impriſon- 
ed, which keeps them from witneſſing Deliverance there- 
by.) And in this Goſpel there is no Glad-tidings to any in 
Unrighteouſneſs, nor Juſtification in*'Ungodlinefs, ' bur 
Wrath revealed againſt it, and abideth upon all ſuch as 
hold the Truth therein, until they come tobow to the - 
Wrath of God whichis revealed in them' for the cutting; 
down of all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs;" and for the- 
freeing of the Truth which is held therein; andf{uch'come*! 
through the righteous Judgments of God to know that 
Righteouſneſs, which is Chrift, the Power of God, to 


be revealed, for the removing and © bringing of the 


T” Goſpel of Chriſt (as it was preached and wits 


. Wrath that was upon them, and 'the ehein to 
Life and Juſtification, who are wereey, | itneſſes; 
that what may be known of God, viz, 'of his Eternal power, 
roſanRific and redeem out of Sin and Unrighteouſneſs, 5s 
| A 2 1 © 10 menifeſ 


manifeſt in them; for God hath ewes it unto them to be his 
Goſpel and Power unto Salvation,whodo come from hold- 
ding of the Truth in Uarighteoulneſs, to hold this Myſte- 
ry of Faith in a pure Conſcience ſo this Goſpel of Chriſt, 
which is #' Myſtery, was manifeſted or ſhewed to the Pri- 
mitive Saints to be within, And how was it ſhewed ? Not . 
by Tradition from Man, or any outward Letter, but by 
Revelation ; Therefore it is ſaid, The wrath of God is reveal. 
ed. (mark) -.and. The. Righteouſneſs of God 15 revealed, and, 
Pax cajl; the Goſpel, which he received not by Traci Ls 
fromany, The Revelstion [mark] of his Son in him. 
kow-was it that Chriſt came to be revealed in Pas/, but by - 
the Light, which exceeded the Brightneſs of the Sun, the 
outward natural Light which Light was the Appearance 
of Jeſus of Nazareth, which allo inwardly ſhewed him, and 
prickt him for his Perſecution, which he ſaw not, nor was 
not judged for by the outward Letter of the Law,according 
to which he was blameleſs : And Pas! being thus met with 
and ſtopt by. a greater Power and Authority than that b 
which he - was before ating, it was hard for himto kick 
againſt the Pricks of this Light ; bur he fell down, both 
he and his Companions, with their Commiſſion from the 
igh-Prielt, ITN their Letxer-knowledge before this 
ight of Jeſus; which was greater then all ; and here P,u/ 
Jay. uatil the Light that ſtruck him down (aid ynto him, 
Stand up, andin the riſing up, after he had known the in- 
ward Pricks and Terrors of the Lord, he came to receiye 
2 Power and Commiſſion, to turn the People from Dark- 
neſs unto the Light, which he clſe-where calls the Revels- 
tion of Chrift in him ,_ and when the Saints heard that Paxy | 
Preached of and by virtue from Chriſt revealed io him, 
which Goſpel he ogce ſought 10 deſtroy, rhey glorified God 
inhjm [mark, in him.) And this was and 1s the true oy 
be | pet, 
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pel, and the manner of the Saints receiving of it, vie, by 
Revelation, not by Tradition from*men or Writings ; and 
if an Angel from Heaven ſhouſd bring any other Goſpel, 
he was tobe accurſed : Andthis way andis the true Foun. 
dation, other then which no man calay, upon which the 
Ancient Chrifiazs built their Hope of Glory, viz, Chrift 
in them, which was not another then Jeſus of Nezereth, 
who was with them, and now came to be manifeſt in them 
- for the the deſtroying of the Works of the Enemy, that 
he and bis Works being caft out, the Seed of God, which 
15 Chrift the greater Power, might only remaia in perfeR 
Dominion and Poſſcſſion of the Hearts, out of the good 
Treaſure whereof good , fruits, and Works were to be 
brought forth to his Glory, who is bleſſed forever, 

Now, this Goſpel of Chrift I could not meet with, or 
hear preached in any of the Profeſſions that I was convey- 
fant in, whoſe Faith was, that Revelation was ceaſed, ad 
that there was not 4 total Ceſſation from Sin (which is the 
Work of the Devil) attainable in this Life, nor no ſuch 
Grace or Light givento Mankind, by which they might come to 
deny all Ungodlineſs, and «ll worldly Lufls ; but that if the Con- 
wer ſation were reformed, yet there would be Luft and Sin ftill 
remaining within to the Life's end, from the Commiſſion whore« 
of nome conld be fully freed by any Power or Strewgth, which God 

ad given on this fide the Grave. Nor did I receive this Goſ- 
pel by Tradition from man, or any Writings; Learning or 
Wiſdom of my ewn, but from the living God, who ſepa- 
rated me for his Service from the Womb, and placed his” 
Kear in me, which inclined me in the veginaing of my 
dayes to ſcek his Glory and Monour above the Pleaſures of 
this World, and by the Riches of his free Grace drew me 
out of thoſe Wayes in which many Children were walkin 


to their DeſtruQion z ſo that inthe Feeling of thoſe Mo- 
vings 


(6). 
vings and ftirrings of his Spirit (which I plainly remember ' 
from the ſixth and ſeventh years of my Age) I often lefr 
my Companions and Recreations thatl was engaged with, 
to ſeck ſome Place for Prayer, and for the caſing of my 
Heart unto him, fearing that if I anſwered not his Call at 
that time, I ſhould nor feel the ſame drawing afterwards, 
which ſometimes I found to my Sorrow ; and the ſame Po- 
wer conſtrained me tocry to him, To acquaint me with 
himſelf,and to convert me from every EvilWay and Work, 
which I was prone to, that T might gain others unto him, 
and if he called metoit, Dye for him, as Iread many of 
the Martyrs, who were weak in themſelves, heenabled to 
do, And bcing devored to the Miniſtry from my Birth by 
my Pareats, who were Zealous Profeſſors of the indepen-. 
dext-Way they ſpared noPains to inftrutt me in thePrinci- 
ples of that Religion, nor any Coſt for the Education of 
me in the Knowledge of that Learning that was eſteemed 
requiſite for that Work : So that about the twelfth year of 
my Age I was placed abroad with other Children at the 
Schoole,by whole Examples and Importunity I was drawn 
to ſpend my Leiſure- Hours in thoſs Sports and Paſtimes 
which were accounted harmleſs, and by Reaſon of my 
Earneſtneſs therein, I-negle&ed to anſwer the Movings of 
the Spirit of God, which was near me, and would often 
have kept me back from going with them, whoſe Vain 
Words and ARions were a Burthen to me, or elſe would 
have taken me off ſometimes in the midſt of my Play, and 
called me to ſeek the Lord for my Soul, the Motions of 
which wereday after day quenched by my Difobedience, 
until, as to my Feeling,it had ceaſed to ſtrive with'me ; ſo 
that when Iwent to pray or ſeck the Lord,my Heart was ſhut 
up, and my Words returned unto me again, and I ſtood as 


one ſmitten before the Lord, not being able many times 10 
utter 


(7) 
utter or bring forth a word, becauſe of the Guilt and Cons 
demnation that was upon me when I came to be retired 
from my Companions, which Guilt I heaped up for ſome 
years, until the Reckoning was high between we and the 
Lord, whoſe Judgments and Indignation ſo ſeized upon me 
at laft, as that I knew not but I was forſaken forever, and 
had ſinned ont the Day of my Viſitation, and would have bow. 
ed to any Terms for the leaft Hopes of Mercy, or eſcaping 
the Tormerts of Hell that were betore me, or bor the obtain- 
ing the Stirring and Striving of the Spirit of God with 
me.as formerly lhad felt itz but my Cry ſeemed to be ſhut 
out, ſo that my Life became a burden to me, and all 
that I enjoyed was embittered by the Wrath,and Fudg- 
mentsof the Lord, which followed me whereſoever I wear, 
or whatſoever 1 did, ſo that there was ao ftrugliog with ir, 
or diverting of it, which brought a Waſting and Conſump- 
tion upon my Body, which I never fully recover'd to this 
 time!, and this continued for many Moaths, in which I 
ſcarcely opened my heart to any but the Lord, who 
through his Chaſtizements and Rebukes, in which I did 
pertake in Meaſure with Chriſt in his Sifferings and Bap- 
tiſm, brought me by his Word of Power to ſome hope of - 
Mercy, and eſcaping of his Wrath, not by juſtifying of 
me in my Sin, but cleanſing me in Meaſurefrom Sin and the 
Love of it, which Tidings was more precious to me than 
the Gain of the whole World, though my Body was left 
very weak, and my Strexugthdecayed, which in time was 
by the ſame Word reſtored to the Admiration of my Rela- 
tions and Acquaintance, that knew me in my Sickneſs. 
And now my Fears and Diftruſts were Baniſhed by the Ri- 
fings of the Life and Spirit of God in me, which wrought 
more frequently and powerfully then before, drawing me 


into greater Watchfulneſs over my Thoughts, Words and 
| IONS z 
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AQions, and into an higher Abſtinence from the Pleaſure 
and Delights of this World, moving me to reprove ſuch 
as diſhonoured” the Name of the Lord, or did offend and 
grive his Spirit by the Miſ-ſpending Time in Vanity, in 
which. I- ſpared no Relations or others, and often times I 
was conſtrained to Warn and Reprove prophane and wan- 
ton Pcople upon the Road,and to eaſe my ſelf in EvilCom: 
pany by crying to the Lord,* which brought a Fear and 
Dread upon them, and none durſt to with -ſtand the 
Power that was with me in any Reproof, Prayer orExhor- 
tation, which was adminiftred 1n the Denyal of my own will, 


in which I never went without a certain Reward of Peace 


in my Boſom, which were the beſt Times that ever I knew 
befurethe Truth was clearly manifeſted ro me, when I was 
not yet ſetled in any Form or Profeflion, or obſerved any 
ftin:ed Times or Way of Praying or fecking the Lord, bur 
as by his Spirit he moved upon my Heart, at Home cr 
Abroad, to cry unto him, I obeyed, wondring and admir- 
ivg what that was which was lo ſweet and plealant in its 
Incomes,and drew me into a daily waiting for it,as my Life, 
. and by which I was broken and rendred in the receiving of 
| every Metcy ard Bleſſing as from the Lord, and burdened 


and wounded with u hat was dead and unſavoury. Aﬀer _ 


which 1 was ſtirred up to ſeek after a People with whom I 
might have Unity inthe feeling of the fame Lite and Ex- 
perierce of the ſame wort which I had pais'd through, 
And in thc Zeil of my heart, as one rai ed trum the Dead, 
thut diligently miided the Improvement of theTime thar I 
was intiuficd with, I acglcftcd no opportunities in all $24: 
ſons and Weathers, without regarding the Health of my 
B. d: ro go to hear luch as were eſteemed Lin ely Anakening 
Preachers, fri of the Presbyterians, and then of the 1nd pen- 
«ents, ulto whom I joyned my [cit as « Maniber, among 

v him 
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whom 1 felt a Meaſure ofthe Stirrings of the Power 
of God,which brought terror upon the Ungodly,and 
ſcized many that were looſe and vain, with a Scnſe 
of cheir Iniquity, and made them cry out undeg it, 
and raiſed thoſe Huzgerings and Thir ſtings after Righ. 
reouſneſs, which cauſed many to break ferth in ear- 
neſt Cryes and Supplications unto God for Delive- 
rence from the Bonds of Six and Isiquity,which was be- 
come. burdenſom unto them, and for the obtaining 
of that righteouſneſs which was more precious in 
their eye then the Glories and Pleaſures of the World, 
which they ſeemed dead unto for a time; And with 
this Work 1 had Unity, and delighted to be with 
this People in thedays of their Tenderneſs, and to 
{pend timein Prayer and Conference with them. After 
which, as we came to ſettle in the Form, and ftiat 
and limit the Spirit of God, fo I perceived a dying 
to the Life that moved and bubbled up in us, an 

cauſed us to breath and. cry to theLord,ſo that when 
we:came together, we were full of Complaints of 
Dryneſe, Barrenneſs and Luke-wernneſt that we were 
come unto, and fbr.want of thoſe living Breathings, 
+ Which once we felt, which we were ready to believe 
that we ſhould never.come out of theſe Complaints, 
- to: know perfcft.ViRory over our Corruptlons here 
below, and here in the Js grity of my Heart, I'rz- 
ther blamed and judged my [elf (even when I knew 
no real Negle& by my ſelf) then to blame the Mini- 
firy and Way that was;prea ymil the Lord 
ſhowed me the truc Reaſon and Capſe nat to be from 
my own Carcleſneſs, in the Neglc of any preſcri- 
bed Means which 1 followed, þut becauſe of 'the 
'Shortnels and DefeR of og Gaſpel in which there 
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was no Power declared of, hat might free from Sin 
in this Life, nor Faith to believe in the Menifeſftation of 
ChriſÞ,vho was come(not only to bind the Strong Man, 
wingh ſome. of.us. knew for a time, untril- he camo 
to break his Bonds, and pet looſe again, but) ro 
deſtroy thr ſeed of the - Serpent, and bis Works in ns, 
which being deſtroyed, ſo as not to remain longerin- 
us, we might come to be born of God, fo as not to 
commit S:z,becaule of the Seed of God, which 13 ChrifÞ 
Feſus, remaining alone in us1n full Power and-per- 
te Dominion over the Seed of the Serpent and his 
Works: But inftead_ thereof, they declared of a 
Tuſtifpcation and Salvation by Chrif# which was con- 
ſiſtent with the remaining of the Enemy, and of his 
Works of Darkneſs and: Defilemenr in them unto 
the Life's End, when thetime of Redemption was 
paſt : So that after they had brought the People to 
a ſenſe of: Sin and Iniquiry, and Deſire of Deliver» 
ance, which was good and-precious in its'dzy, -they 


could bring theni t6 no. fyrther Perfe&tivi inf this 


Life, then the Jaying again and again (as often as: 
they performed any Duties or Services) the Founda» 
tion of Repcatance from: Dead Works, where- 
with. cheir {© 

laying again of the Fonhdariar ith! towards 
God,whom they profeffed fl to be going forwirds, 
but could not. come ts, him, having not their Con. 
ſciences purged from; Dead Works, which al} muſt 


haye thar would offe#'op living Sacrifices, and'work 
the Works of. 2 ef ire nevettpberepema 
of, And fincs ceording to their Goſpel) a thorow-/ 


cleanſing from ſin was not to be effecediin this Life, 
nox.could nat be after this Life, in which = Re- 
. emtion 


| --$-rvices were polluted; -and the. 
AO 
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demption of the Soul ceaſeth,they ſhoul& have ſhew:. 
cd ſome Middle Place-for the Accompliſhment of 
this neceſſary. Work, without which there could be 
ao Admiſſioa into. the Kingdom of God... Yo: 
And inthe Senſe of that Decay of Life and Spiri- 
tualneſs, and that Earthlineſs that was got up among 
Profeſſors, who by their faſhioning themſelves 
according to the World, had loſt their Teſtimony 
for God, L caſed my ſelf in the firſt Publick Oppor- 
tunity that was offered me in Zondon, the Place 
of my Nativity, from theſe Words of Paul, All ſeck 
their own things, and not the things of Feſus Chriſt ; 
' | and another time at a Faſt, from the Teſtimony 
; _ of Feremiah, Though Moles sxd Samuel food before me, 
et could not my Heart te towards this People z, caft them. 
ont of my Sig ht, let them go forth; Which things were 
uttered not to pleaſe man, but to diſcharge my Con- 
{cience,in the manifeſting thoſe Provocations, which 
was -2 Grief to ſee in fuch as profeſſed Salvation and 
Redemption by Chrift Jeſus, and yet were not to be 
diſtinguiſhed from them who made no Prafeflion of 
hin, & for my plain dealing I met with much Love, 
and foliciting to come oftner among them. Thus ha- 
ving m_—_ into the higheſt Profeſſions 1 could hear 
of, in which' I was uprightly defirous to know the 
utmoſt of what was to'be found of Lifgand Puricy, 
which did not amount to that Spiritualneſs and Vi- 
ory over Sin, which I looked tor in a People, and 
for which I was raiſed up, wherefore. in Refuſal of 
more: pbbligk Imploymeats I accepted.of-a private 
Place-in Porſet-ſbire, where I was to tutor their Chil» 
dren, .and pray and preach inthe Family for ſuch 


a yearly Stipend, which when it came to be paid 1 
was 
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Was not ſuffered to take any thing for Preaching, 
which alſo I denyed in Zewden: And inthis Family 
where there were many of a ſecking enquiring Spi- 
rit, I kept a__ F Worthip, according tot 
Praftice and Example of the beft reputed Chriſtians 
which I walkt ftritly by, and the Meeting on the 
Firſt Dayes, unto which many People came, until 
that 1came to Preach from thoſe Words, Heb. 4. 12. 
Foy the World of God is D nick and Powerful, and Sharper 
then any two-edged Sword, Piercing,eves to the Dividang 
sſunder the Foynts andthe Marrow at; the finiſhing of 
which Scripture, after I was retired into my Cham» 
ber, the Word of the Lord came unto me after this 
manner, Bring no more mw Oblations _ ms Wo 
wait pen the Ifuing Metions of my Spirit, to bri 
that Sever which, accepred with won (our of which] 
could ſee no hers rs co of God, or preſt by 
Chriſt or his Apeftles upon any) withal reminding 
me of what Thad formerly felt of the Quickaefs and 
Sharpneſs of 'this Word: to cut me down from my 
vain Pleaſures & Paftimes, which was the ſame'thar 
was now come to.cut me down from my vainOblati- 
ons; by which the Spirit of God was again quencht & 
limited;and to __ to that which was more pure 
and fpiritual, and ther the Iffue of withſtanding this 
corinfel 6f  Godz would be the caſting me under De- 
ſir again ; which words, as 1 was required, ſo I de- 
Clared them te one of the heads of the family,defiring 
the Proyer-Be# not ring for me, for that Inow 
felt the 1ordof the Lord to be really asT had c 
it,zs a fword to cut me down fromall vain ions, 
ſo thatthere wes 06 ftrugling, or refiſting,or kicking 
_ againſt the Pricks of this living Word, or ——__ 
0 


(13) 
of it,but by coming out of all that which I had taken 
up by Tradition, ur Imitation of any,out of its Lead- 
ings, which was not out of any Diſ-reſpeR to that 
ſpiritual Prayer & Supplication which was exhorted 
unto in theScriptures, which I did the more carneftly 
watch unto ; bur for Fear of offending God by offer» 
ing that which was become Sin and Iniquity to him, 
even the So/empn Aſſembly,as itis called ſs. 1. 13. But 
all chis while no Man topt me, nor did any Perſecu- 
tion ſtop me,but I was the more enlarged by it ; nei- 
ther did I a& from any Counſel or Preſident of any 
of the prople called Qzaters, from whoſe Converſe 1 
kept my (elf, ſo as to be acquainted with none of 
them in that Country,or in any other place where 1 
had lived, & alſo from reading their Books, or going 
to their Meetings, b:cauſe of the Danger of InfeCtion 
that was reported of them ; and when a Servant that 
\Jwed in the Family, where I was inclined to go 
among them, I diſwaded her from it : And' now ha- 
ving laid down all at theFeer of God in a readineſs to 
follow him. whithcrever he would lead me, I cn- 
quired of the Lord what was the Way , &People,and 
Foundation that he would eftabliſh and ſet up in the 
Room of what he had pulled down? and the Lord 
ſhewed me, and cauſed me to declare the ſubſtance 
of it tothe Family, that according to the Viſien of 
the Prophet-J/#/eh in the ſix firſt verſes of the ſecond 
chapter, That \be was now come to eftabliſh 4 
_ the Spiritual Mount ain of his Houſe, a Wor- or 
foip which Chriſt ſet up in the Dayes of his : 
Fleſh, not only over the Mountains of Saraaria and 
Jeruſalem, but over all the Mountains and Hills which 


have fince riſen up inthe Apoſtacy, under what Form or 
C . Denomination 
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Denomination ſever, in all which Mountains and Hill 
there was ne Meuntain of the Lord's Houſe, where be 
had bis Reſidence and Dwelling, and therefore be would 
eftebliſh this Mountain for his Henſe, wnt0\which all the 
Nations (where the Enemy had [et up his Mbylntains and 
Houſe, in which he had his Seat) ſbouls flow, fq that therg 
ſhould be wo other Moyntain or Houſe of the Lou, but this 
alone. which ſhould in time make the other Mountains de + 
folate, as without Inhabitants, which Mountain man inal! 
Re his Might, Strength and Wiſdom, ſhould hag 

adv. 3. one of the Glory of the Eſtabliſhment or Exal. 
tation thereof, but the Lord alone, whoſe Houſe it was, 
who would be known to te the God of Jacob, that was come 
forth to ſupplant and overturn the lofty Meuntains and 
Kills, and all that dwelt therein, by jwcb a poor deſpiſed 
People 45 Jacob was. 

And that according to the Propher's Viſion, The- 
People thet came to this Mountain of the Lord's Howſe were 
gone up into a higher State of Supplanting and overcom, 
inggthen was known in any of the cther Mountains & Hills, 
and 4s they had thebighiſtand freeff Miſſion and Autho- 
rity, ſo they had the higheſt Meſſage and call,to wit to come 
wp to the Teachings of the Grd of Jacob, whe was come 19. 
ſupplant and overturn all the Teachers of the Mountains 
and Hills, whoſe Teachings ſo affeiFed thoſe that came un- 
t0it, as that they were reſolved towalt in noother Paths 
87 Wayes, but what the Grd of Jacob taught them, accor. 
ding to their Language (we will walk) nor world they 
go back any mare to the Mennteins and Hills where the 
Lord had no houſe or dwelling, nor no teaching of the poor 
and needy bow to ſupplant and overcome their Enenues ; 
for that now they were conn ts an higher and better 
Mountain, which was 4s Zion and Jeruſalem, ow 

the 
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the Infallible ward and Law of Cod was revealed and gi. 
wen forth, as it was to Jacob, who had no other written 
Word or Law to walk by, read Ver. 4. 

It was ſhewed me, That ly and throu;h this People 
(who were now come) The Lord would cauſe his Fudg - 
ments and Rebukes to be poured out upon all the Swords 
44d Spears which were uſed to force the People to, or 10 dee 
tain th:min the Menunteins and Kills, or from coming to 
the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, which needed net any 
Swera or Spear toeftabliſh or exalt it, or to force the Nats- 
ons that were ready and free of themſelves to flow unte it, 
And that the Lord would alſo indue this People, as be did 
Jacob, with ſo much Thriftineſs and Prudence, 45 not to 
waſte or throw awsy what meight be improved for the good 
of the Creation, ſo that, as they ſhould not make any Spoil 
upon the Body by the Sword and Spear, ſo neither ſhould 
they waſte the Swords that had ſpoiled, but rather beat 
them into Plow-ſhares,and the Spears into Pruning-hooks, 
' and ſo turn deftruttiruelN eapons into uſeful Inſtruments, 
fer the publick proſperity of the Nations, unto which they 
ſhould become a Bleſſing, 45 Jacob and his ſeed was: 
That their Faith and Belief ſbould be ſo high, as that the 
TFudgments ind Rebukes of the Lord ſhould never ceaſe af- 
ter the Proclaiming this Mountain, until (Supplanter- 
like) it had brought down all Nations, Parties and Per- 
ſmaſions to ceaſe fromriſing up one againſt another ; and 
that the Concord and Agreement of the Nations ſhould be 
ſo great, as that (the Houſe of the Lord being now come, 
for which they fought) they ſhould learn War no more, nor 
ſeek totake np any Sword or Spear, which they had beaten 
into Plow-ſhares and Pruning-books,which now they were 
to learn the uſe of, as that which ſhould abide when the 
Sword and all the Trade and Traffick of the Moun- 

C 3 tains 
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rains that was for War, ſhould ctaſt and come #1 an end 1 
read ver, 5, 

It was lhewed me, 2s theſe verſes opened one after 
another, that the People unto whom I was to go, 
were ( as to the nobility of their off ſpring) of che howſe 
and family of Worm Jacob, the Supplanter, and that 4s 
Jacob dia, ſo they jhowd alſo ſupplant the Nations, by the 
moſt unlikelieſt Wayes and Means, Viz. N0t by Ronh- 
meſs. as Eſau, who was the Father of the Mountains, 
but by Smuothne(s and Gentleneſs, not by Policy and Cun. 
ningneſs, as Eſau, but by Plainneſs and Simplicity , nat 
by going from Home, and ſceking and toyling abroad, like 
Blau the Hunter, but by quiet abiding in their Tents & 
Habitations, not by Might nor force x Andy Weapons, 
in the diſuſe of which Jacob was fingular from his Prede. 
cefſors,but by Stren2th of Prayers and ſpiritual Wreſtlings, 
which 1s att: ſted by ſeveral learned Men, upon Gezy, 
48. 22, not by any bloody Plots or Conſpiracies, nor by 
any Confederacy with the Houſe of Levi, the Father of the 
Prieſts, in whſe Houſe (but not in Jaccb's) the Inflrue 
ments of Cruelty were found, upon whom Faceb pour- 
ed out an irrevokable Curſe, and in the Hatred and 
Antipathy of his innocent Mind, charged his $ul, 
not to enter into his Aſſembly, nor his Honour to be 
united ro him—— Not by the DiQtates or Examp'e 
of any precedent men or $crip:ure that was not th:n 
written, but by following the Guidance of God's 
V/ord and Spirit, which brought him up over all 
Oppoſition & Aſſaultsto Bethel the plice of Worſhip 
and Sacrifice unto God, in which Reſpets Jacob was 
ſingled out by the H ly Ghoſt, as a Lively Type of 
the People whom God would call and raiſe vp from 
8 low Degrec1n the laſt Daves, 

| And 
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And'I had not only a ſight of this People by their- 
Do@rine, PraQtice and O -pring before mentioned, 
bur alſo By the Principle by which they ſhonld walk, and 
from which they ſhould receive Power to ſupplant and 
rags any _ = Light of the Lord,wbich Light 
their Meſſage ſhould be to callthePeople to;0 ; 
Houſe Y «cob, come ye, and let us walk _— 
in the Light of the Lord, which Light wes ſufficient 
to bring themoff from the Mountains and Hills,up to the 
Houſe of Cod, where the God of Jacob teacheth and g1i- 
weth forth his Word and Luw, which is not the Light of 
man's Dittates or Examples, but the Light of the God of 
Jacob, by which Jacob walked, and was taught to |; 

lent axd overcome , ſo that, as this Mountain came to be 
eftabliſhed on the Top of all the Mountains and Hills, ſa 
the Light alſo ſhould be eftabliſhed and exalted on the Top 
of allthe Foundations, Rules and Principles of the Monn= 
tains that walked by Tradition: The ſufficiency of nhich 
Light ſhould not be only manifeſted by the Benefit of them 
that walk therein, but by the forſaking of thoſe that ſbould 
rejetÞ and deſpiſe it, the Cauſe of which ſhould , , 
be their being filled ani repleniſht with ſome- g ,, 1, 
thing elſesſo thet there ſbould be nomore room ug. 
to. receive Chriſt in his ſpiritual Ap_—_— 
4: 4 Licht, than there war reomin the Inn, which was fill. 
cd and repleniſht with other Gueſts, to receive him i# his 
outward Appearance, becauſe of which God would cauſe his 
Fudzm:nts and Rebukes to paſs upon the Treaſures and 
Jae and Glory, of the Monnteins which bad repleniſht 
and filled up their hearts, ſo as to ſlain th:ir Glory, wntil 
he had left them not 4 Staff oy aStay ts lean upon, and 
hid cauſed the Mark of his Diſpleaſure to piſs upon the 


Mighty Man, the Man of War, the Captain of fifty, the 
Phage , 


SHEN. 

"Tudge, the Prophet, the Prudrnt, the Counſellor, the Cun- 
* ning Artificer and Eloguert Or ater, ſe that n0 Rank or 
Degree of men, that ha deſpiſed this Moamain or Light 
fhouls be able by all their Power C3 Prudence, Art or Cun« 
nins to eſcape the Stroke of the Gid of Jacob,who js come 
forth in his (pi-itual Hoſt & Army to Supplant and over- 
turn, wntil the Lofty Lo ks of Man, that looks ſcornfuls 
ly upen this People and Light, 8s Eſau did-upon Jacob, be 
brougut low; and his Hawghtineſs be abeſea, and he made 
of no account, thit ſe the God of Jacob may alone be re- 
wrerenced and exalted in his own Honſe and People, and 
there be no Mowntain, Houſe or Principle left to land in 
' competition with him. 

Thus being the ſecend time ranſomed through 
J'-gment, and the Way of the Lord (o plainly 
cpened unto me, I could no longer delay ſeeking our 
ſome of the People here deſcribed, whom I was 60n- 
vinced were come, but I knew not where to find, but 
as the Lord put it into my Heart to go t9 {ſuch a Pro- 
' feſſor's Houſe, and deſire him to fend for one of the 
People called Quaters,which I did; and when I came 
to him, and enquired of him concerning that People, 
he told me, There were in that Village but Three or 
Four Families of Poor Incomſederable People, that were 
mean in Ability, and that the Men were at Farveft, but 
their Wives were at Home ; So I ſent for one of them, 
whom when ſhe came, I took ſtri& notice of her 
' Carriage and Words; and when I had diſcourſed 
with ker about the Light of Chriſt, which they Pro- 
feſſed in them, and what Benefit they reaped by. 
walking in it, to overcome their Spiritual Enemies, 
and to-work Salvation for them, her Teſtimony ſo 
' ſuited to what the Lord had before ſhew'd unto _ 
an 
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and the Gravity and Savour.of -her Language and - 
Deportment was ſuch , counſelling mc, Ty mind the. 
Truth in me, which would bring me further, as Thept. 
low and obedient ts the Croſs of Chriſt Feſus, for that the 
Lord had a further Work in his due time to do in me and 
by me, which Advice was of Ged, ſo that Icould 
not but confeſs to the Wildem ſhe was guided by, 
which I-cſtzemed the more for her oazward Meanneſs 
and Plainneſs : and afterwards, as I diſcourlſed with 
her Husband, « plain Mas, inkis Return from La- 
bour, I found, that” their whole Stay and Support was 
in the Spirit of the Lori, whoſe Teachings and Leadings. 
they waited for at all times, to guide them out of «fl Evil 
Thoughts, Words and Works, into all Truth, iu which God 
alone is worſhipped, which Teſtimony beſt reached my 
Conſcience, and anſwered the Spirit of Truth ia my 
own Heart,the manner of whoſe ſtirrings & movings_ 
from a Child, and of its being quenched, and com- 
ing to be raiſed again, Thave before declared of, con- 
cerning which 1 never met with any that teſtified ſo 
feelingly and experimentally of the inward Work 
of Redemption and Regeneration by ama TY in 
the Senſe of which my Heart was upon the firſt Mee- 
ting firmly united to them, ſo as from that time not 
to look back any more unto aay thing the Lord had 
called me out of, but reſolved, ts take up.my Lot with 
thew, which Iſignified ro my Relations, And when 
I returned in the Evening from this p/aiz people and 
came in before the Counſebor.and his Wife with my 
uſual Language and Deportment, which was out 
of the Croſs of Chrift, which I knew was unlike 
to the plain Language of the Scriptures, and Bebavious. 
of Chrift- and his Apoefiles, I was. ſoon reproved 
for 
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for Reſpe@ of Petſons, and loft my Peace 2nd Life 
"that was raiſed in me, and ſo went to my Bed under 
Judgment, crying unto the Lord, Net to with-hold 
bis Peace ani Comfort from me, wor to let this put any 
frop to what he intended further to make known unte me, 
Promiſing to obey him, if he would ſpare me to the 
morning; which when I was riſen and had ſeated my 
telf, the Counſelovwr's Wife, whom I well eſteemed 
-afd reſpeted, came into the Chamber, unto whom, 
becauſe of the Fear of the Lord, uſed that p/ai» 
Language and Deportment which I was convinced of, 
in which, rhough it may ſeem as a ſmall thing, 
I had great-Joy and Peace, and when was asked 
the Occaſion of that Change and Alteration that was is 
me, I told her to this eff: That I was mew confirmed 
by Converſe, that the People which 1 Preached of to be 
the Hquſe of Jacob, the Plain Man were come, the 
Way of whoſe ſupplantine ſhould be ” that which ſeemed 
' Fooliſhneſs and Simplicity unto the Nations: Afﬀeer - 
which it went forth into the Family and Country, \ 
Thit I was become a Quaker, And the next firſt Day, / 
being alone ar Home, I was required, To goto the 
Plate where 1 firſt [pake with the woman, and to ſeek out 
their Meeting; which I did,and when 1 came, I found 
a few Pcople'met together in a ſerious manner, wait- 
ing upon the Lord, among whom (though few, if 
any words were utter'd) I felt that Preſence & Power 
of God in which I had more SitisfaQtion than in my 
own Preaching & praying, and ſuch a room & place 
' this' People had with me (as ſtill they have) that 'I 
thought no time too long which I fpent with them, 
or' Pains too much to go to their Meetings, which 


' were far diſtant from that Place ; and the-more I 
| was 
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was acquainted with them, the-more'I was unitrd 
to them, eſpecially after that I had heard their Teſti- 
monies and Declarations, and was a Witneſs of the 
'Life and Power that accompanied Mean {literate 
Perſons, ſuch as the firſt that I heard was, I was the 
more joyned unto them, whole Prayers and Suppli- 
. cations were more prevalent to bring me unto, and 
. keep me in the Light, than all the Prayers and Faſts 
of thoſe that deny its Guidance were to keep me 
: from it. 

Thus, according to my earneſt Deſires to the 
Lord, to bring forth the Work which he would 
eftabliſh in the room of that which he had pulled 
down before I went out of that Family, I was for 
about 2 weeks among them in aTeſtimony to the Trath, 
in the Riſtngs of which I felt more and more freedom 
to be witneſſed from mySoul's enemies,and a drawing 
. me again into a watchfulneſs over my own thoughts 
words and aQtions, that nothing might ariſe or work 
in my H:art but what was of God, who was now 
- eame to judge down every Evil Thought and incli- 
; nation 1n the firſt Motion and. Riſe of its fo that 
though there was an Abatement of that Bodily Ex- 
erciſe, which profiteth not, yet there was an increaſe 
of inward Exerciſe, to keep a Conſcience void of 
- Offence,. not. only in: the Sight of Man, who lookt 

at the Outward NR but alſo in the Sight of 
God, that ſearched the Hzart.. And in that Family 
* I met with much Chr:ftian-like Forbearance and Ten- 
» derneſs, not out of. any Reſpeft ro the Pcople and 
Principle, which -tney eſtzemed toamean and low, 
' but out of ReſpeCt to that Uprightne(s which they 
| believed to be in me: And now the tune of our part- 
> | ing 
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ing being come, in which I muſt leave them, which 
(becaule of that Love and Endreadnels that had 
been between us) it was hard to do, but that my 
Heart was taken up with-Chriſt's betng core to re» 
* ccive me to himlelt, and todwell a1d waik in me as 
his h2v/e and temple. for which End he had leperated 
& cailed me out trom all that was detiled : And ſince 
I could no lor-ger perform the Office of a Chaplain, 
as it-was exp2Cted of me, which it I could they defi- 
red no other, they were willing togive me Satisfa- 
Qion, according to our Agreement tor the time that 
I had been among them upon a double Account, v1z, 
of Tutoring their Children, andof Preaching: As to 
the Terching the Children, 1 was free to take Confi- 
deration z but as for Preaching, notwithſtanding the 
Money was told out, and I was urged and preſled to 
receive it, I was forbiden by the Lord to take any, 
and ſoleftit, But to clear the Family.of all Suſpiti- 
ons and Jealouſies that might ariſe in any, touching 
the Ground of my leaving them, I conſented, upon 
the firſt Motion thereof, to leave a Certificate, fig- 
nifying to all that might be concerned, That 1 left the 
Family oniy npox the Account of ſome higher Deſcovery 
of Truth on my part, not apprehending it to be the will of 
the Lord to be worſhipped any otherwiſe then in Spirit aud 
Truth, and that as to Outward Encouragements, they 
rather excteded than came ſhort of my Expettation, 
And thus 1n pure Love and Deſires of the Spiritual 
Welfare of every one, I left that Family, which next 
to my own Relations weredear to me, who had a 
full Sightand Experience of my Converſation, as to 
the Work and Dealings of the Lord with me in 
that Day. This was about the 7th Moneth of the 


Year 


——T— 
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Year 1673. After which 1 came forward to my Re- 
lations, among whom I knew not one that was in- 


clincd to the : rh, who might ſtand with me 1n a 


. Tettimony tor ir, but ail Oppoſed it, and joyned 


with their Teachers agaiaft it, with whom notwithe 
ſtanding, as L. ſtood innocently in the Counſel of 
God, which led me to yield truc Submiſſion and Ho- 
nour to them next to himlelf, I four.d way made for 
my Reception and allo open'd the Hearts of his Peo- 
ple unto me, to whom 1 was a Stranger, bur as the 
Lord gave them a ſenſe of that Uprigit Dclire cf 
Truth and Righteouſneſs which only brought me 
among them, 10 whole Meetings I waited as one of 
the Meaneſt and Loweſt of them for about twelve 
Monoeths, fitting under the Droppings and Diftil- 
lings of that Life and Power, which the Lord was 
pleaſed to fill others within the Mecting,and to grow 
daily more and more (as it is daily my Endeavour) 
in the inward Experience of the Redeeming, Purify- 
ing and Quickening Virtue of the Truth, which (in 
the ſenſe of that Love of God in bringing me among 
this People, to eat of the Bread of Life, when (vo 
many Wiſe and Prudent were left behind, feeding 
vpon Husks) often broke my Heart, and cauſed 
Deſires in me, That 1 might never more appear out of 
the living Stirrinss and mcvings of the Spirit and Life 
of Chriſt, nox ſtay bhind it when it did move.  Aﬀter 
which it pleaſed the Lord in his own time (accord- 


' ing to my own and others Travail and Supplication) 


to cauſe his Life to break forth in me, ſometimes 
in a few words of Prayer, ſometimes of Exhorrtati- 
on, in which the Lord gave me Power and Faith- 
fulneſs to eaſe my ſelf, and my Werc's return- 
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ed not'to me again, but had entrance ; and as I kept 
low and humble,giving Honour and Glory to Chritt 
alone in his Appearance, (ol felt the Increaſe of that 
Authority and Life, which made way in the Hearts 
of them to whom I was ſent, in whoſe Conſciences 
it is my defire to ſtand recommended, and to be 
felt of them who are in Life, as a Savour of Life 
unto Life, | 
Axd thus the Lord having raiſed me up, and (pa- 
red me through much Weakneſs and Labour unto 
this Day to ſec the Defire of my Soul accomplithed 
in great Meaſure, according to my Faith when I tut 
laid down my Miniſtry z Ido ſtil wait (in Submit- 
ſion to the Will of the Lord) for the Day, wnen that 
breathing Seed of God, which is yet !ett in the dead 
and lifeleſs Profeſſions, may become _ for the 
Harveſt, then ſhall there be no Want of Reapers, 
who ſhall pur in rheir Sickles, and gather them into 
the Houſe which God hath provided for to receive 
all that are Low and Poor 1n their own Eyes, for 
want of Power and Strength to overcome that which 
letteth and hindreth their per'c& Redemption , 
into which Houſe Gcd hath called me, as a Fore- 
Runner of Thouſands that are yet ungathered, unto 

which being come up, I can't go back or down un- 
to them, but can freely ſerve the loweſt of them by 
living Supplications to the Great Shepherd of the 
Shcep, tor the bringing them into that Fold, where 
he makes his Flecks that were wearicd and driven 
from Mountain to Hill, to reſt at Noon in the Bo- 
ſom of their Beloved, whoſe Tents they necd no 
longer enquire aſter, or go tothe Watch- men of the 
Night for DireQion, but by the Light of the Lord 
are 
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are they brought up to Zerbel, the Houſe of the God 
of Facob, where thoy deſire forever to dwell, and 


offer unto the God of their Redemption, ViRories 
and Deliverance, as I do, the Sacrifice of Praiſe 


and of Thanksgiving for evermore. 


And now I ſhall ſhut up all with the Tefimony of 
the Paſtor of that independent - Congregation of 
which I was a Member, and walkt with for ſeveral 
year, who (beſt among them) knew the bent of my 
Heart, who in his Letter to my Adother,ſoon after my 
Convincement of the Truth, gives this Teſtimony 
of the Grounds of my leaving them, to come to this 
People, in which he hath contirmed what I have be- 
fore mentioned , his words are theſe, The great Stum- 
bling block to him hath beew oar Looſe, Low and Earth- 
ly Converſation : And is not Looſeneſs, Lownels and 
Earthlineſs Stumbling block enough, eſpecially in 
them that Profeſs-to be Members of Chriſt Jeſus, 
| and look for Salvation by him, «nd to be gathered 

out of the World? He may well call it Great 
What can lay a greater Stumbling-block in the Way 
of the Upright, than to make ſo high a Profeſſion a 
Cloak and Covering for ſo much Sin and Iniquity ? 
Would it not be far better and more Honour to 
Chriſt, to ceaſe Profeſſing of him, whichdoth bur 
make them the greater Stumbling-blocks,until they 
have departed from theſe Iniquities ? And 1s nct this 
enough to acquit me from ſeparating frem ſuch Af. 
ſemblies ard Congregations, that arc thus Poluted ? 
Further, he ſaith, He #s earneſt to get up to More Spi- 
rituelneſs than be ſees among us: And muſt I be re» 
preſented in ſo many places as 3 deluded dere.wtd Per- 


ſon, 
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ſon, and one that is fallen from th- Faith, and ap1ſkatizod 

to Error and 4 Szadener of the Hearts of theUpright ,and 

prayed and faited for, as {uci, and all tor leaving 
of {uch P:ople as are Looſe, Low and Earthly,to ger 
up to more Spiritualne(s © Or can L lock upn ſuch 
as truce Friends to my Soul, as would hinder me 
from ſo good an Exchange ? Further, he taith, 
which he apprehends is to be found amnz this People : 
Yea, I d» more then apprehend it; tor I have felt 
and experienced for ſome years that Spiritualneſs to 
be among them, which keeps them that walk 1n it 
from Looſeneſs, Lownels and Earthlineſs, ſo that I 
have no Deſire to retura to them whoſe Converſati- 
ons are fo Looſe, 8&c. as he confeſleth. Further, he 
ſaith, 7 am perſwaded, this is that which hath carried 
him among them, more then any Reſpett that he hath to 
their odd Opinions: - Here he hath bound all with his 
Perſwaſion from that certain Knowledge he had of 
me for many years, in which he knew my Bent was 
after Spiritualneſs and Heavenly-mindednels, and 
herein he bath (ſpoken the Truth of me, vis, That 
it was Looſeneſs, Lowneſs and Earthlineſs that ſtum- 
bled, and drew me off from them ; and that it was 
with deſire of more Spiritualneſs that I came among 
this People; and my Deſire hath been therein large- 
ly anſwered, to the Joy and SatisfaQion of my Soul. 

Further, he continneth to ſay, 1f we gain this ty his 

Fall, to be provoked to more Heavenlineſs and Spiritual- 

neſs, and to ſavour leſs of this Earth, we ſhall be Gain- 

ers by his Loſs: Here he ſhould have minded his for- 

mer Expreflions and Perſwaſion, and have confider- 
ed, whether the Lord doth ſuffer ſuch to fall whoſe 


great Stumbling is at Looſeneſs, Lowneſs and Earth- 
: lineſs, 
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lineſs, and who are earneſt -to get up to more Spiritual. 
neſs, which is more according to the Will of God : Or 
are they not fallen and loſt, who according to his Confel- 
ſion, are ſtill where they were many years ago, after all 
his Preaching and Praying, are not got up above their 
Looſeneſs, Lowneſs and Earthlineſs; whom he preſleth 
and indeed it is high time for them all to manifeft better 
Fruits of their Profitting,and to ſavour leſs of this Earth, 
which hath been the Caule of my leaving them, and to 
gct up to that Spiritualneſs and Heavenlineſs,where they 
will find me,and fo 1n this Spiritualneſs we ſhall be united 
2g4in.But has not the cauſe of this unprofitableneſs or tand- 


' #ng at a ſtay been for want of coming to that Grace which 


is tufficient to teach all that learn of it,to deny All [mark, 
A4) Ungodlineſs, and All worldly Luſts, which makes 
them Stumbling-blccks in the Way of others, that ſo 
through the denying of theſe, they might come to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, not only hereafter, but 
in this preſent Evil World,and ſo not ſtumble, but gain 
others by their Converſation, without which all Verbal 
Confeſſion and Acknowledgments are vain and fruitleſs, 
and leaves them no better then they were before, 
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THE END. 
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